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ISoofc Notices. 



DALMAN'S ARAMAIC -MODERN HEBREW DICTIONARY. 1 

The material contained in this glossary falls into two parts : a) Tar- 
gum, 6) Talmud and Midrash. For the first part the author has made 
use of oriental MSS., whose superlinear vocalization he transcribed into 
the so-called Teberian system. Of the accuracy of this part of the work 
only those are able to judge who have access to the MSS. Assuming 
that this part of the work has been conscientiously performed, the 
author deserves the thanks of the student for his laborious task. 

The other part of the work, however, leaves much to be desired. This 
work is intended, primarily, as a handbook for students to whom the 
large works of Levy and Jastrow are inaccessible. In order that it 
should answer its purpose, three conditions are essential : a scientific 
arrangement of the material uniformly carried out, completeness of 
vocabulary, consistency and accuracy of vocalization. Unfortunately, 
all these conditions are lacking. 

The arrangement is, like that of Jastrow, purely alphabetical, with 
this difference : that the matres lectionis are disregarded. It cannot be 
said that this is very satisfactory. The only scientific arrangement for 
a Semitic dictionary is that according to roots. For practical purposes 
Gesenius' HandwOrterbuch has proven to be the best. Even in the 
author's arrangement many inconsistencies appear. Thus he has many 
words in two different places: t"H31it> 6a, 8a; J^TlS* 9a, 11a; "jTltfj 
9a, 116; fcttrtniK, 9a, 12a; "p*, 156, 23b; IpU, 486, 60a, etc., while 
tGPK > with radical "> , is spelled JjOtf and given on 16a instead of 156. 

T 

The matres lectionis denoting short vowels are sometimes retained, as 
in TQ" 1 ^ > sometimes omitted, as in "YftYi , without any consistency. 

A considerable part of the vocabulary, mostly words of uncertain 
etymology and meaning, just such words as the student is most apt to 
consult the dictionary, are omitted, while one word of modern Hebrew, 
SlS'TQ , has been inserted ! 

In the definition of words and in their vocalization the author 
naturally mostly follows his predecessors, but in some cases ventures to 
depart from them. We are unable to judge most of these departures, 

'TDinn Till?- AbamAisch-neuhbbbaisches WOeteeboch zu Tabghjm, Talmud und 
Midkasch. Mit Vokalisation der targumischen WOrter nach sadarabischen Handschriften 
und besonderer Bezeichming des Wortschatzes des Onkelostargum. TJnter Mitwirkung 
von P. Theodor Scharf, bearbeitet Ton Dr. Gustaf H. Dalman. Teil I, (J{ — 1). Mit Lexicon 
der Abbreviaturen von G. H. Handler. Frankfurt a. M-. : J. Kauffmann, 1897. Pp. x ( + ii) 
+ 180 ( + 1) + 129 ; 8vo. Complete, M. 12. 
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for the reason that no references are added. His departure in vocaliza- 
tion rests on personal combination. The reasons for such departures 
the author should have given in one of the current journals. Some of 
them may prove tenable; others are certainly insupportable. Every 
Aramaic word is given in the emphatic state, whether it occurs so or not. 
Thus fcttYlTalK. 8TZTT8, 8tVlT08> never occur in this form. Still, 
such forms are at least possible. But when h jnp"Q is given as 8fTt1p"Q, 
the possibility of its correctness is at least doubtful (§ 987) f that the mas- 
culine 82' 1 '1 is given as 81"12"'*T is certainly wrong. The vocalization 
as a whole is not only full of inexcusable inconsistencies, as when, 
for example, one and the same grammatical form is vocalized in four 
different ways (c/. Cj5Sn, VT\, 1J3H, "^Jl, 1SH, fptl' Dp?!, ITCH), 
but must be characterized as slovenly when even biblical words are mis- 
spelled, cf. wiiriKSL. nistoa, ts"«, trriawH, ir-a, D"bra, for 
mi-inna , nisc8 , ' Tai8 , m^« T , ima , T irSm . 

t -: - t ■-. -: - : - t : - • ; ■ t v 

In the following lines I shall point out mostly incorrectness and 
inconsistency of vocalization, without intending to be exhaustive. In 
order not to repeat myself, I refer for more explanation, where necessary, 
to my grammar of Babylonian Aramaic. For h I"fi*l (s. v. bS8) read 
TCP • 8^3,8 seems to be but the superlinear form of 8^3,8 , and is to 
be stricken ''out. SWSK , r. KfttSK (§ 861). trfK. MM*- 18, r. 

r ; t -: t t t -: I v It ; -: 

"18, or -tjj$. KTttS, r. 8 1 "n ! '.8==l?7 a ^- The reason for the vocaliza- 

: ~ ; ~ t ; tt 

tion of 8!T»18 i s no * apparent (§ 865). 8I r n l n*l8 is the same as HFllffilS . 
For T18 r" T-)8 • "S^ilS is probably^EPS^ = *ITS3 ; I8 with (liph- 
thongization (§ 80). HWriS, r. 85£fi8- mSlX is perhaps TO'Wia 
= rDSrm, an Aph'efnoun. 83Si8, r. 83^8 . 8li8, r. R^. 
12J1R T is hot Pa* 'el (§ 859). On iwfe/. § 81, n. T 3. ^31*18 , r. "SQ-fTR . 
"WlilJS is probably a Babylonian word and should be vocalized "'Fp'lhS 
and 'TTiriS; = TO^ffTK (§ 881)- 8^37^)18 , r. H^snnorw • 83t>8, 
r. 83.128 •' 1^8 > rea d with tradition iti8- As the etymology of the 

t : - - t 

word is unknown, there is no reason to change the vocalization. 8S' , t28 
and 85ti8 , r. 8S" |, a8 and 8St38 ; cf. ,, S8 , 0' , 8 in Harkavy's edition of 
Wm$i Pliniisn, §47. !|PS, r.irK- 7W, r.-'aft. Kga-rpH, read 
with Columbia MS. 8£D1TO8. 8£>38 1- 8E38, see D-SlJOn tVQIlDin 
loc. cit. 83158, r. 8^58 (§821). prrt», cf. Epstein, RtiJ., 

xxviii, 88V ^jb», r.'T»b». rriprnia («* ns38), r. niprnio. 

n8li'a8, r. fiKTibS; the same sub voce n«"lia8- T 8tTS38 is iden- 

TT - : TTT TTT T ' - , 

tical with 8tVS3n > but both are differentiated by the author. 8tV , )n'l3/28 : 
such a word does not exist; r. TV0328, whatever that may mean. 
8I r VQ8> rea d with Syriac and Jewish tradition 8FV28- Eor h fi328 r. 

t; - t:~ . - • 

2 These §§ refer to the reviewer's Grammar of the Aramaic Idiom, etc. 
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TllBiit (§ 1004ft). !)5H is theoretically correct. But language does not 
always run in consonance with a priori theories. The undisputed tradi- 
tional pronunciation is !|J)$ . If asked to explain this form, I should say 

T 

that it might have been influenced by such a nominal form as !fl!K> 

T 

while S J1$ was considered to be a form like *~\Q . The suffixal form in 
such words as !QH? , etc., might have also been a factor in its vocaliza- 
tion. K^ttSX with three consecutive D^STlD ! DiTTDSit » r. DiTlttSX. 
XWpty&y&b* r - '3J3H- Why lirpBiX with s'and VSWSfn' with 
3 t For rtfpMKD («• v - PSSO, r- rVrpMSB • For «nsfi3Ca we expect 
KT1&&&K, for'rfilHpDS rather JTBlpO*. 'On &y®k of. §952. For 
KSISK 'restore JOBS ■(§ 801). For 'ppnR r. p0 ; ».' For M?flBK r. 

JAinSSK or MriSEtt = 1*-J-* (§ 798). For KftptlpS r. WflppjM* = 
j_Jo£_a_L. For bS"lSj!, "ba'Wi r. bil», ^bn-lt* • For gTK r. 
«!TT». WTT» HI, vocalize Km» (§855).' For RPSnSM r. VffOlfa 
o/ SfOTiK, Aph'el noun of T -p8 to permit. T For KWHS'lit r. 
KW£^. On fctfraritf cf. §104. For -Q 3a r. 333Q. The name 
occurs in the Aramaic inscriptions as H32IG and means of generous 
proportions. QJ"13 > more probably Dtl3 • Xtitiia > r. Ktitft3 (§ 858). 

. T "* TV T : „ T T 

tVHIS: on the meaning of this word cf. Friedman, fibl!}!! HI, 201. 
JttTQ, r. JWfia (§798). Smna, as name of the treatise tWV , 
must be vocalized NtVPFia • SWtta > KO^tiia > are more probably 
Kt^ttSl, St^t^lS! (§ 866). The various spellings of Jfc^a point to the 
form itt*a^ For JWH II, r. area (§ 809). For )nVr3 r. niWQ. 

tt: t : • t : • : - t - 

The spelling fYltV^a occurring half a dozen times allows no other 
vocalization. Wonder what the author thought of the singular of a form 

nirvai For na«p r («. v. j^a i) r. *«asp T . For yasa r. yasa- 

For &tt"l h ;£a r. arT2M3, cf. FrSnkel, Aram. Fremdw., 217. For tfpa, 

»inpa, T r.'»pa, »npa- Forfar. tgi. For »wma r. srorna. 

t*:t *t~ t»: _ ITT 1 ~ T T ; ■* T ;~ 

J13, I, 4, should have been given a separate article and vocalized fQ . 

- T 

It is an abbreviation of "IfQ. The full expression TDSfflFGa occurs 
in »TO!01 UGHn ed. Gaster. Cf. also Low, ZDMG., LH, 315. On 
lia, SHiS, c/. §798, note. For Tabia r. Tab|. A form 1T3 cannot 
give a construct state 1T3 • For »n"fl!fl r. SFfTfia • For "|i"lt2SS r. 
"lilttCa • The article ISrpQ 1 !! II is to be stricken out ; pestilence is 
S3tVVa (§ 797). For jwfa" restore KTZJ'H (§ 795). jrfiDfa, r. 

TT, tt; t;~ t;s: 

JOBDV ^ • For FTfitp ( s - v. tiysj) restore i~P:Sp • Difference of vocali- 
zation between masc. and fern, occurs also elsewhere. Cf. tTOp and 
HStlp. For Knp^, r. griJOT. For RSiSn («• »• SOffiMX *• «3Mn. 
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P p 

The word is an abbreviation of KJMJIT) ; cf. Syr. ]^h (Audo, s. v. Ij-^'o) 
and § 975. J"J2l&n , the spelling {"D"'©' 1 !! an d traditional pronunciation 

T " — 

require nSlSfl • That analogical forms retain their first vowel unchanged 
proves nothing for this word, ijMJl, C. MS. vocalizes bjTliTJi *• e -> 
b2in • For ppntflTS («. v. &bn) r. JTlntMJ • The renderings of •ftiii'n, 
iCITSft > are rather inadequate. The word denotes among other things 

T T ~ , 

five different animals. Cf. Epstein, BUh Talmild, V, 299 sqq. DIU^H 
II is more probably &SQTI • On Vp cf. § 80. For J>W r. S5" 1 • For 
IKiT r. 181T (§ 849). 

T ; T ;T 

In the present state of our knowledge absolute correctness cannot be 
expected of such a work as this. But accuracy and consistency the 
author owes to his readers. Let us hope that the second part will be 
issued in a more correct form. 

C. Levias. 

Hebkew Union College. 



ARYO- SEMITIC PHILOLOGY. 1 

Three causes lie at the basis of the attempts constantly being made 
to find elements of community between the two great families of language 
spoken by peoples which have dominated the literature and life of civil- 
ized man : first, the ineradicable feeling of the unity of mankind and 
therefore of the various languages spoken by man; second, the con- 
stantly increasing body of facts testifying to primitive historical relations 
between Aryan and Semitic peoples ; third, the passion of the professional 
philologian for discovering, or inventing, linguistic affinities between 
languages hitherto regarded as distinct. The two former causes are 
reasonable, and the impulses to which they give rise quite comprehen- 
sible. As for the latter, one must discriminate, or run the risk of falling 
into the clutches of the philological "crank" whose grist of derivations, 
combinations, and analogies is so amazing, bewildering, and captivating 
that he who came to scoff may be forced to remain to pray for mercy or 
deliverance. 

An especially happy hunting ground of this character is the language 
and literature of Greek mythology, in which Mr. Robert Brown, Jr., has 
been a diligent and delighted sportsman. The narrative of his adven- 
tures, the bags he has potted, the scalps he has taken, the happy way in 
which he has brought down game which Professor F. Max Muller has 
missed, and the strong indignation he manifests at the unnecessary 
mutilations caused by the clumsy shooting of Mr. Andrew Lang, in a 
field where he has been for some time lawlessly poaching — all this, and 
more, is set down in this book, in language which suggests the good old 

i Semitic Influence in Hellenic Mythology: with special reference to the recent 
mythological works of the Et. Hon. Professor F. Max Muller and Mr. Andrew Lang. By 
Eobert Brown, Jr., F. S. A., M. E. A. S. London : Williams & Norgate ; New York : Imported 
by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1898. xvi + 228 pp. $2.50, net. 



